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September 6, 2022 
 
Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant application for INCOG - “Travel With 
Care” Safety Project 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

As the Mayor of Tulsa, I am excited for our city to partner with INCOG, Tulsa County, 
and other regional municipalities on the “Travel With Care” Safety Project. 
 
On May 18, 2022, the Tulsa World ran an article “2021 traffic deaths hit 16-year high.” 
Tragically, the article highlighted that the number of people killed on our roads 
nationwide jumped 10.5% from 2020.  I agree with you when you state that safety on our 
roadways is a national crisis.  The results of INCOG’s 2022 Local Road Safety Plan 
shows an increased trend in Tulsa County for fatal and serious injury crashes from 2010-
2019. The majority of these are within the boundaries of the City of Tulsa.  We have 
committed to turning this trend around by supporting INCOG’s goal to reduce serious 
injuries and fatalities by 25% by the year 2030. 
 
The City of Tulsa has greater population and more vulnerable road users than our 
neighboring municipalities, thus we have a greater percentage of pedestrian and bicycle 
fatalities on our roads.  According to USDOT’s definition of persistent poverty, much of 
north, east, and west Tulsa fall under this category.  We have many residents who use 
public transit, walk, bike, and use micro-mobility as their primary source of transportation.  
Without safety countermeasures, our low-income population are the most exposed while 
on our public right-of-way. 
 
The City of Tulsa will dedicate $2.75 million in local funding towards the SS4A grant to 
implement the suggested roadway countermeasures described in the 2022 Local Road 
Safety Plan. These countermeasures include striping, signage, LED lit stop signs, 
crosswalks, APS push buttons, and mid-block crossings.  
 
 
 
 



G.T. Bynum 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
 
 

 

175 E. 2nd St. • Tulsa, OK 74103 • Office 918.596.7411 
Email: Mayor@cityoftulsa.org 

www.cityoftulsa.org 

As a former mayor, you understand that most Midwest American cities were developed 
around the automobile. It will take another generation to reverse this trend, but we can 
start by creating safe public rights-of-way that include the safety of all users and better 
access to them.  This project goes to the heart of USDOT’s SS4A grant to employ low-
cost, high-impact strategies that can improve safety over a wider geographic area and 
ensuring equitable investment in the safety needs of underserved communities. 
 

We look forward to partnering with USDOT on this project of local and regional 
significance for safer streets. 
 
Best regards,  

 
 G. T. Bynum 
Mayor 
City of Tulsa 
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September 12, 2022

Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U. S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant application for Tulsa County and
INCOG - "Travel With Care" Safety Project

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

As the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Tulsa is responsible for
construction, maintenance, condition and safety of rural and local roadways in the County
highway system, we are excited to join the Indian Nations Council of Governments
(INCOG), as a joint applicant for the SS4A grant.

Tulsa County partnered with DsTCOG in developing the recent Regional Local and Rural
Road Safety Plan (LRSP). The LRSP is based on crash data for the years 2010-2020 and
further refined for the years 2016-2020 and crashes involving fatalities and serious injuries.
The LRSP identifies strategies to enhance safety based on Crash Reduction Factors that call
for low-cost, high-impact systemwide improvements. The LRSP specifically recognizes
numerous locations in Tulsa County in need of enhanced safety features. I believe these
t-eatments, when implemented, will reduce injuries and fatalities and meet the objectives of
the program.

Tulsa County is a member of INCOG; the local metropolitan planning organization, and
shares the regional goal of to reduce serious injuries and fatalities on our local roadways by
25% by the year 2030. It goes without saying, this SS4A grant opportunity arrives in a very
timely fashion after the completion of our LRSP, and creates an exciting opportunity to make
a difference by saving lives through crash reductions on rural roadways. Together, Tulsa
County and DsTCOG recognize the systemic impact of implementing crash reduction
measures, as travelers may not distinguish between political subdivisions while traveling
these local public jurisdictions.

In recognition of the need for systemwide implementation, Tulsa County is committing
One Million Dollars ($1 Million) in local matching funds to upgrade striping, add
visible crosswalks, add signage with solar mounted LED Stop signs, install guard rails
and install advance warning signs as identified by the Action Plan. The County also will
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participate in the supplemental action plan to better examine cause and effect scenarios
through the lens of socio-economic conditions and equity to strategically implement
evidence-based solutions in areas with the most substantial need. I believe this investment

will address equity and sustainability in our transportation system for all users, including the
significant percentage (nearly 40%) ofdisadvantaged population and other vulnerable users
of the system, and those that depend on walking and cycling.

We look forward to partnering with FNCOG on this project of local and regional
significance.

Best regards,

Chair, Commissioner Karen Keith
Board of County Commissioners of the County ofTulsa
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